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ample, who after leaving Chicago became president of Brook-
lyn College, agreed with the attack upon sloppy and diffuse
learning, but questioned Hutchins's so-called basic principles,
which upon scrutiny looked suspiciously like that unity-by-
mandate dear to totalitarians abroad.
The issue of free inquiry versus authority assumed fresh
urgency in a world over whose face the waters of political
dictatorship were rising fast. It formed a dominant theme at
Harvard University*s Tercentenary in September, 1936, at-
tended by savants, scientists and men of letters from all parts
of the earth* This occasion pointed up, as did no other event
of the decade, the recent cumulative losses of Europe to
America in research enterprise, intellectual leadership and the
pursuit of disinterested learning. In place of the Old, the
New World now held primacy in the advancement of knowl-
edge.
What did young people in and out of college think about
this troubled civilization which willy-nilly would be their
inheritance? Youth began the decade with considerable
apathy toward politics, prone to repeat time-worn sayings
about pull, machine politics and graft; but the Depression
and the New Deal gradually overcame this indifference.
Questions of economics and history, sociology and social jus-
tice proved vastly engrossing to those with intellectual curi-
osity. A poll of Maryland young folk found that the great
majority believed the federal government ought to partic-
ipate more intimately in the lives of citizens, regulating
wages and hours, assuring living standards of "health and
decency/* maintaining agencies like the NRA and WPA. In
summary, the analyst concluded that these youths seemed to
subscribe to the doctrine that "the best government is that
which governs" most/' Others confirmed his findings. In this
era, unlike the twenties, youth (it appeared) neither flamed
nor strove. Conservative oldsters disappointedly pronounced
it a generation of hitchhikers, seeking to thumb a ride from
Uncle Sam, and put the blame on the New Deal. Liberals

